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DUNCAN DRILLS MAKING HEADWAY 
IN SOUTH AMERICA

In February, Giltrap Ag manag-
ing director Craig Mulgrew and 
export development manager 
Matt Moodie travelled to Uru-
guay and Chile to meet with their 
new Duncan drill distributors and 
hold training days for sales peo-
ple and technicians.

Matt says the new Duncan drill 
distributor in Uruguay is Intera-
grovial, which is the country’s 
sole John Deere dealer. 

“Uruguay has several different 
agricultural zones. One region 
specialises in cropping, another 
in rice, another in maize, and 
another in beef cattle farms.

“We appointed Interagrovial to 
be our new distributor late last 
year,” Matt says. “They have 11 
branches around the country. We 

went to their headquarters in the 
capital Montevideo and held a 
training day at their branch in the 
city of Florida, which is about 100 
km north.”

Interagrovial commercial man-
ager for machinery Santiago 
Collazo says Uruguay has a large 

grass-fed beef industry and 
the company has an interest in 
Duncan drills because they are 
a good, strong product and ideal 
for sowing and renovating pas-
ture. 

“We are a large company and 
our priority is to provide solu-

tions to our customers. We real-
ised we did not have a specialist 
machine that beef farmers could 
use to restore their pasture, and 
that is why we put a proposal to 
Giltrap Ag,” Santiago says.

“One of the attractive features 
of Duncan drills is the narrow row 

DUNCAN SEED DRILLS HAVE 

ENDURING POPULARITY 

IN BOTH NEW ZEALAND 

AND AUSTRALIA, BUT THEY 

ALSO HAVE A FOLLOWING IN 

SOUTH AMERICA.

INDUSTRY NEWS

16

INTERAGROVIAL’S SANTIAGO COLLAZO SAYS URUGUAYAN FARMERS OFTEN HAVE 
NATIVE GRASSES IN THEIR PASTURES AND THEY WANT TO BE ABLE TO UNDERSOW 
WITHOUT KILLING THEM. A DUNCAN RENOVATOR GIVES THEM THAT ABILITY. 
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PUSHING BOUNDARIES
SINCE 1909.
There’s been more than a few breakthroughs in that 
time.  Like the original Traxion tyres that we introduced 
25 years ago – and every pattern since that has seen 
improved operating efficiency, soil protection and 
operator comfort.  Now we’re pleased to wrap all of that 
development into the Traxion Optimall VF.  Welcome to 
a future of higher loads, lower pressures and ground-
breaking efficiency. 



spacing, which helps pasture 
establish quicker. We have very 
dry summers in Uruguay, and it 
is very important to get pastures 
established quickly in their first 
year so they can survive the dry 
weather.

“Also we have a lot of native 
species in our pastures. Farmers 
want to sow grass into their pas-
ture without killing those native 
species, and with a Duncan drill 
they can do this.”

Matt says most locally-made 
seed drills in Uruguay are on 7- or 
8-inch row spacings but Duncan 
drills are on 5- or 6-inch spacings, 
which is ideal for establishing 
pasture. 

“It is typical there to spray off 
the old pasture and direct drill 
the new grass without cultiva-
tion. Uruguay is a dry country and 
direct drilling is ideal because 
it keeps the moisture in the 
ground.”

Giltrap Ag is currently building 
a large order for Interagrovial. 
Some are machines that have 
been ordered by their customers 
and others are for the dealerships 
to hold in stock.

“Most of the drills we are build-
ing for them are 3 metre Renova-
tor tine drills with disc openers 
and tine harrows to leave behind 
a clean finish. Tine drills are ideal 
for their conditions because 
there is low trash and the tine 
drills are good at creating a seed 
bed in dry conditions.”

Matt says another feature Dun-
can tine drills have which appeals 
to Uruguayan farmers is the abil-
ity to put fertiliser down with the 
seed. This delivers the nutrients 
directly to the seed.

Another distributor had been 
selling Duncan drills in Uruguay 
for a number of years, so while 
they were in Florida, Matt and 
Craig visited a contractor who 
runs five Duncan Renovators.

Matt says there is a lot of inter-

est among Interagrovial staff in 
the latest technology. One of the 
Duncan drills on order is electric 
drive and he believes more will 
be ordered with electric drive and 
ISOBUS in the future.

“Interagrovial is a very profes-
sional company. Their branches 
are modern and well-presented 
and the staff are very profession-
al. We look forward to building a 
strong relationship with them.”

In addition to their visit to Uru-
guay, Matt, Craig and Santiago 
visited with Giltrap Ag’s dealer 
in Chile. They held a training day 
at their headquarters in Osorno, 
which is about 1,000 km south of 
Santiago.

“We have been selling Giltrap 
bale feeders and silage wagons 
through Gallagher Chile, a well-
known Zealand manufacturer 
of electric fence gear and ani-
mal weighing equipment. Now 
they have also taken on Duncan 
drills,” Matt says.

“They sell Gallagher products 
through farm supply retailers, 
but they sell Giltrap and Duncan 
gear direct to farmers. Three Dun-
can drills that they had ordered 
arrived just before we got there, 
so we were able to have a good 
training day with them.”

Santiago says it has been very 
good working with Giltrap Ag. 

“Craig and Matt are hard-work-
ing people and they know the 
technology. They have helped me 
a lot and provided answers to all 
of my questions. It was important 
that they came to Uruguay to see 
our customs and our way or pro-
duction,” he says.   
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MATT MOODIE (LEFT) 
AND SANTIAGO COLLAZO 

(2ND FROM LEFT) LEAD 
A TRAINING DAY ON 
DUNCAN DRILLS AT 

INTERAGROVIAL’S BRANCH 
IN FLORIDA, URUGUAY.

Contact Gavin on 021 942125

www.brownriggagrigear.co.nz

25 TONNE SLURRYKAT, 15 CUBE DUMP  
TRAILER, 34 CUBE SILAGE TRAILER 

SLURRYKAT TANKERS  AVAILABLE IN STOCK  
    RANGE FROM 8,000 TO 25,000 LITRE

SLS LOW LOADERS  
     19 - 30 TONNE LOW LOADERS AVAILABLE


